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When Air Force 2nd Lt. Christopher M. Cooke
had car trouble two days before Christmas during
a stopover.in. Washington, he called his father-in

. Richmond- to. say he was gomg to be late aettmg

home for-the holidays.. - .. g
"That courtesy got him. m trouble because he
placed the call from the Soviet' Embassy and the

FBI was momtormw it. He now faces court-martial 1

for ‘allegedly passing nuclear secrets to the Soviets.

" ‘When former Army cryptographer Joseph

George Helmich got a little short of cash last sum-

mer, “he. ‘took a trip: from “his’ home’ in Niagara

Falls N.Y., to Ottawa. Helmich contacted the So-

viet Embassy there, sources.said, and Canadian
: secunty forces were watching and told the FBL.

Last month he was charged with espionage for
allegedly seﬂmg the Sowets Vzetnam“war era ge--

. cret codes in 1963.

+ When. Marian.- W Zacharskx, a Pohsh state
trade group . official. and - suspected intelligence
agent, got chummy witha nexghbor in Cahtorma,
Hughes Aircraft Co. engineer William Holden
‘Bell, the FBI noticed because they had been
watching Zaiharski since hls entry mto the Umted

: States n 1977,

- In fact, after the men were mdxcted on spy
.. charges in Juné Zacharski’s: attorney. said his cli-
ent was so fnendly with his FBI shadows that
they all. went t0 & fastffood restaurant for hlS

dauwhters bu'thday B
Catchmg spies 3. hard work phone tans and
surve:llancoe -and about a ‘whole 1ot of luck” one,
f former mtelhgence officer, said. ;. o

+ Although it is ‘well-known that*adversanes hke
the United States and the Soviet Union bug, wire-
tap, photograph and- follow the other's secret’
-agents and try to intercept their coded messages, -
it is considered bad. form dxplomatlcally to. talk
pubhcly about the methods of spying. e

+ Not everything is.cloak-and-dagger serxoosness, ‘

-a8 -the Zacharski-restaurant story shows. For in-
stance, spy' chasers reminisce about moments of -

‘humor that make the monomnous hours of sur-;

veillances bearable. - -
- FBI agents have kept forexm agents they. were '
tailing from getting mugged. One former counter-

intelligence agent recalls a Soviet agent who once |

made ‘weird. turns in traffic in’ an apparent at-
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tempt to Iose his followers He fi nally stopped to]

tell his adversarm he was Iost and needed direc-
‘tions. g o
An exammatxon of the court oapers ‘the Air
Force filed Thursday in the Cooke case reveals
“much more than had been known about how fed-
eral authorities went akbout dxscovenng and appre-
hendmg the young lieutenant. - :

When first confronted in early May thh the
ev:dence against him, Cooke claimed he went to
“the Soviet Embassy as part ofa research paper he
‘wanted to write:

7. But when' asked to take a pol'yvrapn test, he
‘balked and said he. wanted to be promised first
“that none of the material vobtaxned during the in-
_vestigation, including “tapes of phone calls to the
embassy” or “fi lms/pnotographs of embassy con-
tacts,” would be used against him. :

Sources said the the FBI had photographs of
"Cooke entering the Soviet Embassy from routine

“surveillance of the 18th Street building. But it

-wasn’t until his car trouble and the call home that
'_ they could begin identifying him, sources said.

The Air Force said in court papers that the 25-%

year-old deputy commander of a Titan missile].

crew confessed May 9 to photographing, copymg

and giving the Sovtets ruclear weapons secrets for. :

_nearly a year.’

A court-martial has been recommended

"The court papers also show investigators were
confused at first about whether the’ caller' was
: Cooke- or ‘his brother' Richard, 20, an airmanas-
- signed.to the same Strategic Air Command base
.in Kansas. The heutenant who was on leave, be-
‘came . a prime suspect when & records search’
showed his brother was on duty at the tnne i 1

.Cooke was due to go on leave again im carly’
May Soin late April he and some other Air Force
- missilemen at his base were briefed about the re-
qulrement to report contacts with foreign govern-
ments. When he did not do so, the papers said, !
 investigators recommended he not he allowed to
‘goonleave. - - -
' But SAC Maj. Gen. Andrew Prmole Jr. decxded
“Cooke should not be detained because of the crew |
“scheduling problems that would result and be-
“cause Cooke “did not have access to information’
whlch the Soviets didn’t already know about.”

Pentagon officials have said since then that he ‘
did give the Soviets information important enough|
to_cause.the Air:.Force:to’ change Titan missile:
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